
A real woodsman knows how to care for himself out‐of‐doors during any 
season, including winter. If you think the woodsmen of your Troop, Crew or 
Post can handle some rugged winter camping, take the Polar Bear chal-
lenge!

Camping must take place during cold, wet and windy weather when the 
high temperature of the day is 32° F or below. 

Be sure to follow by the below guidelines:
1. Hike at least 1/2 mile to your campsite carrying all food and equipment 

(properly packed) to be used for the enire period of the campout.
2. Help set up camp and stay overnight out‐of‐doors for a minimum of 18 

hoursin the camp. Two‐man tents or improvised shelters are acceptable. 
NO interior heatng of any kind involving open �ame, charcoal, or gaso-
line fuel is allowed.

3. Prepare a menu suited to cold weather. Purchase and pack food, then 
prepare and cook according to the menu for two or more meals. 

For this challenge, Patrol camping is encouraged. The Patrol leaders’ coun-
cil should make sure every Scout will “Be Prepared” with proper clothing, 
equipment, food and basic Scoutng skills like �rst aid, proper use of an axe, 
etc. All campsites should be left in the same or better conditon than it was 
found in. Any garbage must be properly taken care of.

Once your Troop, Crew or Post 
has completed the Polar Bear 

challenge, Patches can be pur-
chased at any Scout Shop or 

online at: 
michiganscouting.org/shop.


