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2017 STEM INITIATIVE RESULTS 
Over the past year, the Michigan Crossroads Council STEM Initiative has been harnessing the inquisitive minds 

and Scouting spirit of thousands of youth and volunteers across the state to forge a new pathway in informal 

STEM education. Our vision is to provide a learning environment in STEM that maximizes individual potential 

and insures that youth are well equipped to meet the opportunities and challenges in the world around them. We 

are pleased to share the results of our 2017 efforts to achieve this vision. We are so proud of what we have achieved 

so far and look forward to even greater success in the future. Through the dedication of our staff, volunteers, 

partners, and funders we are giving todayõs youth the tools to not only be prepared for the future but to excel in it!  

STEM EVENTS 
 

Technology Focused Events  

8 Events Total  

278 Scouts, 110 Adults, 9 Siblings  
 

Engineering Focused Events  

11 Events Total  

812 Scouts, 277 Adults, 50 Siblings, 604 General Public  
 

Math Focused Events  

6 Events Total  

266 Scouts, 144 Adults, 22 Siblings, 35 General Public  
 

Space Exploration Focused Events  

5 Events Total  

315 Scouts, 155 Adults, 22 Siblings, 140 General Public  
 

Earth/Natural Science Focused Events  

9 Events Total  

372 Scouts, 161 Adults, 12 Siblings  
 

General STEM Events (Multiple Activities Held)  

46 Events Total  

5,270 Scouts, 1,677 Adults, 521 Siblings, 302 General Public  
 

TOTAL EVENTS: 85  

TOTAL SCOUTS SERVED: 7,313  

TOTAL FAMILY MEMBERS SERVED: 3,160  

TOTAL GENERAL POPULATION SERVED: 1,081  

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
Universities/Colleges:  Mott Community College, Hope 

College, Michigan State University, Kettering 

University, Lawrence Technological University, 

Oakland Community College and Van Andel 

Education Institute.  

Museums/Learning Centers:  Henry Ford Museum, 

Grand Rapids Public Museum, USS Silversides 

Museum, Van Buren Technology Center, Ann Arbor 

Hands -On Museum, LegoLand Discovery Center, 

First Robotics Community Center, Cranbrook Science 

Center, STAGE Nature Center, Yankee Air Museum, 

Blandford Nature Center, Michigan Science Center, 

Kalamazoo Book Arts Center, Kent ISD, Kent District 

Library, and GR Makers Space.  

Businesses/Organizations:  Hurley Medical Center, 

Flint Farmers Market, YMCA, American Cancer 

Society, Fathom Drones, United States Patent Office, 

Shell Oil, Apple, Flint Firebirds, Women in 

Engineering, Engineering without Borders, Society of 

Material Science, GE Aviation, USDA, MDOT, JR 

Automation, General Motors, and the Geek Group.  

 

 

 

 

 



STEM ADVANCEMENT/AWARDS 
 

STEM Based Merit Badges  

TOTAL EARNED: 21,054  

Most Popular STEM Merit Badges Earned  

1. Environmental Science: 1,036 

2. Finger Printing: 1,108 

3. Space Exploration: 507 

STEM INITIATIVE IMPACT 

Improved Attitude Towards STEM  

¶ 76% of youth felt the activities made science seem fun  

¶ 78% of youth are more interested in STEM because of the events  

¶ 426 adult leaders are trained to deliver fun and engaging STEM programing  

 

Increased Capacity to Productively Engage in STEM  

¶ 89% of youth said they improved their understanding of the STEM subject 

presented at the event they attended  

¶ 53% of youth participants have attended more than one event  

¶ 70% of Scouting units have incorporated STEM into unit activities  

¶ Scouts earned 1,477 NOVA Awards (requires demonstration of knowledge)  

 

Increased Value of STEM  

¶ 89% of youth said they know more about the ways STEM impacts their everyday 

life as a result of the event they attended  

¶ 22 Scouts earned Super NOVA awards (requires significant dedication to complete)  

¶ 32 STEM Certified Scouting Units (shows units are committed and value STEM)  

STEM Based Cub Scout Adventure Loops  

TOTAL EARNED: 39,978  

Most Popular STEM Adventure Loops Earned  

1. Paws on the Path (Science): 3,808 

2. Council Fire (Conservation): 3,782 

3. Backyard Jungle (Science): 3,643 
 

 

Cub Scout NOVA Awards:  1,040 

Science Everywhere: 314 

Down and Dirty (Earth Science): 32 

Wild! (Natural Science): 103 

Out of this World (Space Exploration): 172 

Tech Talk (Technology): 155 

Swing! (Engineering): 118 

1-2-3 Go! (Math): 146 
 

Boy Scout/Venturer NOVA Awards:  437 

Shoot! (Science): 89 

Start Your Engines (Technology): 171 

Whoosh! (Engineering): 138 

Designed to Crunch (Math): 37 

Launch! (Science): 3 

Super NOVA Awards  

Cub Scouts: 22 


